
 

 

Top 3 Legislative Priorities
for the 

2017 Legislative Session 

 
 
  
1. Increase the basic formula allowance by at least 2.5% per year.  
 

 Basic education revenue is 
the primary source of 
general operating funds for 
school districts. 

 The basic formula has lost 
ground to inflation. 

 72 percent of metro 
residents agree with a 
minimum inflationary 
increase or more. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Allow locally-elected school boards to renew an existing operating levy 
referendum if they choose. 
 

 Districts rely on these revenue 
sources to fund basic, core 
academic programs. 

 Voters have already approved 
these levies. 

 61 percent of metro residents 
support this form of local 
control. 

 A majority of support for this 
change exists among those 
who identify as Independents, 
Democrats and Republications 
alike. 

 
 
 



 
3. Expand the Northwest Regional Partnership to include educators from all 
parts of the state. 
 
 
Background  
In 2012, Mounds View Public 
Schools established Minnesota’s 
first comprehensive Early College 
high school program. The District 
worked closely with Anoka 
Ramsey community college, as 
well as other higher education 
partners, to design a program that 
meets the needs of all students. 
Last year, 82 percent of students 
in grades 10-12 were enrolled in one or more college level courses.  
 
We are at risk of losing Early College unless we can get all of our staff into the graduate level 
programs and courses they need to meet the faculty qualifications set by the HLC. Districts 
across Minnesota have been struggling with this issue, and in November 2016 Minnesota State 
was granted an extension that allows instructors to have until 2022 to meet the new faculty 
qualifications. Our teachers are ready and willing to take the necessary graduate course work, but 
they need access and opportunity to higher education programs.   
 
To assist school districts in helping educators meet the HLC faculty qualifications, the Legislature 
appropriated $3 million and created the Northwest Regional Partnership. This partnership 
developed online course work that meets the faculty qualification requirements, and it provided 
scholarships and stipends for educators. However, the partnership is limited to school districts 
and educators from the Lake Country and Northwest Service Cooperatives. We believe it is only 
fair and equitable that our educators and educators from across the state are allowed to access 
the same opportunities as those from the Northwest Regional Partnership.  
 
 
Mounds View Public Schools believes: 

 Concurrent Enrollment programs 
o Provide students with the skills necessary for success in college 
o Expand the range of courses available to high school students 
o Allow students the opportunity to earn college credits 
o Allow students to save time and money in earning a college degree 
o Assist students by improving both their academic performance and 

their program completion rates when they enter college 
 All students should have access to Concurrent Enrollment programs 
 Educators teaching concurrent enrollment courses should meet the faculty 

qualifications of holding a Master’s degree in field or have completed 18 
graduate credit hours in the discipline in which they teach. 

 The State should support districts in their effort to establish concurrent 
enrollment programs, including assistance for faculty working to meet HLC 
qualifications.  




